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Y COLLEGE, WcDesley, MassachiMcUs, established (or the purpose of (urnuhing young women 
education, was founded by Mr. and Mn. Henry Fowie Durant and was opened to students in 1875. 
t, a Boston lawyer, and at one (line an associate of Rufus Choat«, bad a sununer residence in 
near Lake Waban. Chaimed by the picturesque setting of bis summer borne, Mr. Durant acquired 
i oi land bordering the lake on which it was his plan to erect a spacious villa with surrounding 
park. Later, with deepening purpose, he decided to dedicate his whole estate to some philanthropic work. The plan gradu- 
ally took definite form and m 1870 the charter of Wellesley Female Seminary, by later enactment changed in name to Wellesley 
College, was secured from the state. 

The College as first opened consisted of one imposing building, designed by IHammalt Billings and situated on an eminence 
above Lake Waban. Tliis building Rve stories high and 473 feet long, and stiD the chief hall for lecture rooms and administrative 
purposes and the largest dortnitory was supf^ed at great expense with the best appointments which the time afforded, containing in 
addition to class rooms, a chapel, a gyraoauum, appointmenb for music, and dormitory space for about 300 students. Befwe the 
death of Mr. Durant in 1881, Muuc Hall and three halls of residence, Stone f-Iall, Waban Cottage, and Simpson Cottage, had 
been added by the founder or through gifts wliich he secured for the college. 

Arranged in the order of date of opening, buildings subsequently added are Norumbega Cottage, the gift of former students 
and other friends of the College ; Eliot Cottage, the gift of Mrs. Durant and Mr. H. H. Hunnewell ; Freeman CoUage, die gift of 
Mrs. Durant; Famsworth Art Building, by bequest of Isaac D. Famsworth; Wood Cottage, by bequeet of Mrs. Caroline A 
Wood ; Fiske Cottage, the gift of Mrs. Joseph N. Fiske and other friends ; a Chemistry Laboratory, erected by the College ; 
Memorial Chapel, the gift of Elizabeth G. Houghton and Clement S. Houghton ; Observatory, and (later) Observatory House 
the gift of Mrs. Sarah C. Whitin of WhitinsviUe ; Wilder HaU, by bequest of Mr. Charles T. Wilder ; Pomcroy Hall, by bequest of 
Mrs. Martha S. Pcmieroy ; Cazenove Hall, erected by the Trustees ; a house for the President, the gift of President Hazard. 
Billings Hall, an addition to Music Hall, throu{^ funds from the Robert Charles Billings estate; a central Power Plant, the gift 
of Mr. John D. Rockefeller; Beebe Hall, through an alumna, Alice G. Beebe of 1896. Shaler Hall, a dormitory provided by 
the Trustees, a b'brary at a cost of $125,000, the gift of Mr. Andrew Carnegie, and a gymnasium at a cost of $100,000 throu^ 
funds furnished by the trustees and aluiimae of the Boston Normal School of Gymnastics, are in process of erectiMi. The total val- 
uation of the college buildings is $ 1 ,780,700. 
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The course of four years leading to the B. A. degree requires certain basic subjects but provides also ample opportunities for 
election. Thirty scholarships, open to approved candidates for the M. A. degree, a fellowship with an income of about 
$ 1 ,000, and scholarships in schools of special study, are open to graduate students. The officers of government and instruction 
(1908-1909) number 149. The library which began with 10,000 well chosen boob from the private cdlections of Mr. 
^ Durant was in 1886 endowed by Mr. Eben N. Horsford of Cambridge and now equals 64,313 volumes, the largest library 

belonging to a college for women. 

A location allowing easy access to Boston and Cambridge, and at the same time affording all the charms of country life, together 
with pure air, tonic climate, and opportunity for every form of outdoor exercise, is another distinctive feature of Wellesley College. 

The President of the College is Caroline Hazard, M.A., Litt.D., LLD. Since President Hazard entered upon her office in 
1 899 the number of students has increased from 688 to 1 ,282, the endowment from about $400,000 to upwards of $800,000. 
Of the buildings above named, eleven were added during her administration. The Treasurer of the College is Mr. A. H. Hardy 
of Boston. 

Notwithstanding the fact that income from tuition and board has formed the main resource for the defrayal of running expenses, 
and that the^College has been thus to a peculiar degree dependent upon the number of students admitted and retained, there has 
been a constant rise in the academic standard. Side by side with this policy has moved another, one of the cardinal principles of 
the founders, that no student of ability and promise shall be deprived of the college course through lack of means. 

For the adequate conduct of work already begun, and for due expansion, the College needs at once unrestricted funds for 
general use, the endowment of the presidency and professorships, a science building, halls of residence, an endowment 
for the infirmary. For the work of the students' Aid Society of Wellesley College, founded by Mr. and Mrs. Durant and still one 
of the cherished activities of Mrs. Durant, funds are constantly needed that promising young women may not be forced by lack of 
funds to abandon the course, or to sacrifice health and success in the struggle for self-support in college. 
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College Hall From Southeast 



From "As You Like It" 
As given by Ihe Shakespeare Society 



From " Bacchus and Ariadne" 
Alpha Kappa Chi Society, 1906 



Farnswohth Art Building 



Tree D*v Paoeant 
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Tree Day. Longfellow Pond 



"Star" From "Float" 



Wh:tin Observatory and Observatory House 



From South Porch of College Hall 



; Hall and Billings Hall 



Ready to Row (1902) 
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Cazenove and Beebe Halls with Alexandra Garden 



From Pond Road 
Chap«l Slone Hall Prealdenl's House 
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